Myelopoiesis in immunologically classified subgroups of childhood acute lymphocytic leukemia.
Soft agar culture studies of 43 immunologically characterized patients with childhood acute lymphocytic leukemias (ALL) are presented. The immunologic subsets studied include "null"-cell, pre-B-cell, and T-cell leukemias. Abnormal myelopoiesis, including high peripheral blood and low marrow, colony-forming cell numbers, low colony-stimulating activity, and normal maturation of colony-forming cells in vitro was noted in each group as previously described for immunologically uncharacterized ALL. We conclude that immunologic subsets of childhood lymphoblastic leukemia cause similar abnormalities of myelopoiesis. Lack of differences in growth characteristics among immunologic subsets of ALL make it impossible to use this tissue culture technique in subclassification of these leukemic disorders.